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7/18/71 

Hktm J*M.Rothstela, Mmini^trntive As istant 
Senator Miko Gravel 
D*S*3enate 
Washington, D*C. 

Dear &r* Rothstedn, 

To date, among the few people X have consulted for help with what may he taken as a 
threat against at least Soaator fic^ovem, four are reporters* And* to date, of all I have 
consulted, only one, th& physicist, i t * at all inclined to tiabkkthis not of serious intent. 

This is not the same as their saying they expect soiaetiting to hapiien* If 1 also think the 
chances are agaiiiat it, I nonetliless fain beginning this: before sunrise on a Sunday morning 
for the reason the rest of us alia re, that to ignore it would not be safe or wise* This I 
also hop- you will be tolerant of my typing that at beet is rathei' inaccurate* 

Most or all of what fol ows comes from a single source, the senior of those reporters 
and bio wife* This man widely experienced, having covered much of the world. He and his 
wife bettor understand at least one foreign culture than most Americans understand their 
om, Tlicy cocie from different backgrounds, different parts of this country » The are fine, 
sensitive people who are both unusually well read and deeply concerned about the political 
aseaa. illations. It tv not because the..- are my chroishod friends tliat I consulted them but 
because they have had. experiences none of the others have, including rac, and have excellent 
minds* All of us, by the way, are agreed that no matter how extreme a possible Interpretation 
is, it should not b© automatically discarded* 

Because I than had no copying paper*, I wat not able to send a copy to this couple 
as rapidly as otherwise I would* They live at a distant point* the conditions of 

their busy lives and tliat they, like I, approach 60, 1 give you my opinion that the length 
alone of what they sent me is a measure of tha seriousness they consider this possible threat 
may, potentially, represent* And one of the tiling;; that iiapels this early start Is my 
sudden realisation that the campaign has actua ly begun in Sow Hampshire, with Gongres .man 
KcClosky 1 s appearance there* 

I can't take the time to condense and organise wiiat they liavo s;mt, so I'll her© be 
going over several coEriunications, possible with some repetition or self-contradiction, for 
I was able to skim it only vlien they arrived yesteiday* 

They have chocked "Constable from Barnstable 11 through what volumes of nursery rhymes, 
eta*, were available in a decent books store with negative results* Ditto with what se ined 
possibly relevant in Gilbert 4 Sullivan (which had occurred to nobody else). They appear to 
know enough abjut the origin of fl Ikma table ' * , the Cornieh-coaat tom of Barnette to feel 
It is not something to which Shakespeare would have devoted any attention or that it relates* 
The consider the author of the note ^tomewhat specialised and rather un-ismaj literary inter- 
ests and some badcground* 1t With regard to w R*S*F tt they considered two possibilities, confusion 
during some Idnd of "trip" or deliberately intended, favor the latter and fine It "the same 
effect (that) appears to bo striven for elsewhere as the jumble of references to food in the 
second paragraph* * (X h&ve a feeling two people moy have composed it, or, more than one*) 

They believe it opens n Can kr* Weiabcrg translate? because 1 am the only one of the origial , 
well-known critics of the Warren Report still at it, so far as is public^ known* 
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Because they have been interested in (they do not know) one of those I consider 
capable of such a thinfe, they also as k, as though it were some kind of compulsion or 
added ego trip* whether he might have ahnaortr used my name either to attract me to it or 
to alert me* (Which reminds me, the psychologist has not had time to respond* he was away 
at a scientific meeting and I awaited his scheduled return before sending anything to him*) 

The reporter had always considered this man schizoid, something to which he returns in a 
subsequent comi^unicatioii* The conclusions to his first letter are, "The one thing that I 
feel pretty certain about it that this is not just the idle invention of a idd&le* 1 don't 
know what the purpose is, hut believe it exists and has strong origins and dynamics* Xou 
yourself bring up the possibility that kothstein was selected because of his address. It there 
any hint of the necrophile in your candidate* 11 **. 

The suggestion of necrophilia is somewhat surprising to me because this "candidate” 
has used the same word in a somewhat different sense to describe himself and for another 
reason* I enclose a copy of his own listing of Ms aborted "Zenarofoy" publication, obtained 
from the poet* In it he dsecribes his bulletin as "of political necrophilia w » 

..If I didn't tell you* ThomLey had interested me for several reasons, his fMendship 
with Oswald, his needless offer to be a fink after the FBI had already interviewed him and 
when, prosumeably, there was nothing he could addato what he had said (very little, according 
to that FBI report, which I have), his reported celebration of the JFK asnassinatian, his 
total failure a & a writer, even when lie had such a subject as Oswald, who he knew well, and, 
among other tilings, his later and utterly irrational threats against me for two incredible 
reason* genuine effort to keep him from getting into the difficulties he did get into 
with Jim Garrison, which I could see coining? and my accurate quotation of Ms Warren Couw 
Mission testimony* Hi a were legal threats* was careful never to address one to me, but 
he also broadcast them so they would come bank to me, 

Also possibly beaiong of this point is his having beaten up a girl who lived with him 
in Sew Orleans and theg almost gouging out the eyes of a yoking man who later protested it. 

Of both he gloated in his letters that I have (the originals). 

In considering "Odd.©**, this reporter discounts the suggestion it may be a nickname 
for FTancis Parker locket, author of Xmoerltm * an Amo Mean Mein Kanrpf . who died somewhat 
mysteriously in a San S*ranc±sco jail* However, I suggest that you may be able to learn 
better than I whether Ockie rosy have been Mb ni ckn&me* 1 would prefer not to do it because 
my doing it would attract attention* Jay Silverman is the Washington territory director of 
the Anti-Befsmaticm league* His phone is 2x3-5284* knows the Sockey story well and told 
me that ^ockey* s death immediately followed a visit to him by Willi© Car to, who I presume 
is known by reputation to you* I believe X have earlier referred to the Wallace youth 
movement and its remaining successors in the Washington area* 

My wife and I had come to and told you about William of Occam (Ockham), but we were 
unfa m iliar with Ms philosophy* of hi© this reporter says, 1 **. .unlikely to occur to tfrre 
an ordinary American, As a theologian he is renumbered for his defiance of the Pope, and 
% philosopher for hi© theory of minima l s. % logic, this apparently involves the principal 
that the likeliest answer to a problem, or the first to be considered, is the simplest. Let 
us keep that in mind. It Eiay he part of the message. 1 * To this I add ^homley 1 © varying 
religions, if ho holds any belief seriously enough to designate it thus, 

%**I then recalled how I first heard* *,of Occam — not in a university course in 
logic, • ,but in a science fiction novel called Occam's Eazor, published in 1957 as an 

original Ballantine book, (i.e*, an original paperback.) The author, to my astonishment, 
turns out to b© one David ^uncan, author of several other novels, none of which ^ have 
even encountered* I could dismiss this as a coincidence, except that the message writer 
appears to go considerably out of his way in the second paragraph to work in the word 
"logic", in only in the laboriously contrived paxsgEpate phrase "fission chip log^ic billings* 
gate," I find the use of Duncan, log-ic and Ockie more than coincidence* 
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I know notning more of David Duncan, author of Occam's Razor, mn{ the novel it-s&lf 
never explains what if; meant by "razor”. I assume for the moment it may be a reference to 
dome philosophical concept centering around Occam's law for the solution of problems. The 
Waxy of Congress cord is HO. 57 - 13096. Whether the aithor David Duncan qualifies as 
the barfly fear of Earl George Sande" se ns questionable. It seem more likely that Duncan 
is Bieant at least to refer to one of the Kennedys. . .What the novel tell us by implication 
is that the message writer if a devotee if not a dabbler in science fiction. OccSn's Baser, 
if not regarded as * amor classic hy science fiction critics, Wrtw contains a j™kaUe 

an entirely convincing account of a scientific experiment that goes 
«ong and results in a time-slip or cosmic accident in which this world continuum merges 
rlefly with another, stranding two inhabitants of the other world on a Caribbean island 
used as a raissle base, ihe scientist is lecturing a group of Davy officers, preparing them 
for the caluclaticn oi rocket orbits to the moon, and cites William 0 f Occam's lZor PKrsi- 
it Wltb a soa P bubble experiment in which complicated wire forms arc 
owered Into a soapy solution to illustrate how nature forms membranes with the smallest 
“! 01 ® ner f f d ^eiial possible. One particular form, involving two xloebius (i.e., 

**2"^ spaces interlocking, does not behave as it should and 
collision with the other tuae continuum oceura* When I looked up William of Occam at the 
!^“ c » SGV ? ral y?® 1 ’® ago .nothing was mentioned in the account 1 found (l think it was in 
he Encyclopaedia Brxttainica) about the law of parsimony or minimals. What did emerge is 
something about Occam e law which concerned the rule about the solution of problaas. By in- 
fection, the message writer may be drawing our attention to tills, presnimably the best- 
known teaching of billiaa of Occam, To what purpose isn't clear, of course." 

that “ ^ ooatext of tho end of Senator McGovern in Hew Hampshire, one 
possible meaning imy be too cleax^Hb 7 ‘ 

■ writer therefore to be a ese person who knows his way aro'md in 

scronoe iictioa, waich many writers keep an eye on — whether they admit it or not — 
simply because come of the most creativeand ingenius writing has been done in this field 
. Meades* Tne message writer also appears to be a person who hac had exposure 

^xl 020 ^ £ Iiether ia a foMnal courso 3n college or through his own expiations 

rtr rT er ’ 1 SUSSeBt that 3130 could have come throng Occam's Razor, 
h would have been readily available to a young nan than in or about to entro the Karines. 

r . With reference to the Constable from Barnstable, there was Deputy Sheriff Christopher 

SSr^d Sf®? ni t Count y^ ** there seems to be no reason for Mm.^f £ £ 

referred to, t 0 ask the question put in the message. He testified that he saw a man and one 

“ Ted iLemie ^ r * 3 «*■ the night of Ghappaquiddi ck. It clashed with the 
Senator ^ testimony. , The reporter agrees, however, that tills can be a Reference to Senator 
h! 1 earlier s»SgeBted for othemroasons. % also feels that the "barfly heir" 
iine can be such a reference also because of a reputation for dr inking and chasing women 
whether o r not warranted, an. that by elliptical development "magistcr of horse"°could * 

fiSHlkSdi'sSr 3 °^t° T C00ksElan ' *» ***** suggestion of the jockey namS 
Earl iharoldj Sands, while a very successful jockey in the 1920s, tried and failed to make 
a much-publicised comeback in the 1930s. Or, a warning to Teddy not to tr^ lS£. 7f££f 
beantor is beguming to ask questions about the assassination (l think S c£££y! W) 
too could be one way of telling him to keep Ms questions to himself." Carrying thi- idea 
5S5S,*£ J T fecl that ^ Dezt paragraph, which is JSSlSi 

5iS ^d t L 0U tS, the : an fl6an ' MGet yourself a copy of the Warren Commisrion 

beinf tS b2t^ ' Possibly in accordance with Occam's law of the simplest solutions 

j Q tr+-i- Jr <■ « X. V-. -i rtll_ _ p _ 
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chow may be a deliberate variation to go with folie at the end of the sentence, indicating the 



4 



writer’s exposure to some smattering of French* Since the only other misspelling (sheers for 
shears) appears to be deliberate* this may bo, too* The point about chou or chow uiein is tliat 
in this country it has little reseiab Inco to the dish of the same name* ch’ao mien. Hi China*" 
Referring to the alleged origin of the dish in this country#* thereby conv^nying m insult 
the miners were too ignorant to understand** * The point is that a ’plate of chou mein 1 
connotes a scrambled mess of leftovers# which is perhaps as accurate a description of tha 
barren Commission Report as one ever will find*" 

There follows the suggestion that "Glebe and Mouse" can be taken as a very indirect 
reference to the Congress or the government in general, that the Warren Report can be 
considered a ball and chain w ±n the sense of a permanent crippling handicap which only some- 
one else can remove from a Kennedy^# ana that the Ko pechne incident could be considered a 
ball and chain* "Sblie ap;>ears genuinely to be used in its French meaning* a folly" with 
one possible folly being the Warren Report, also possibly intended by billingsgate* The 
hashed tone, despite uncertainty about tona# may be a reference to the suggested wisdom 
that Senator Kennedy content himself with the official explanations of the assassinations 
(and considering that there at the time of postmark were new and serious questions then 
being raised about the Los Angeles crime* this seemingly extreme sug^stion ou^it not* I 
think, be discarded without thought). "Bop! could be indicative of what will happen*" If 
I have failed to note it f someone has reminded me that in my first book I repeatedly 
sued fed s descritpion of the: shots in Lesley piasa by amny witnesses* Consistently* with 
the use of spinach connoting Fopeye 131 the coMcs#"***vlolence* with great energy* 
which could hark back to the reference to fission in the proceeding psragmph* w 

The threat to Senator McGovern is interpreted as we consider possible* and the 
reporter agrees with the earlier interpretation of lilacs as a reference to Heir Hampshire# 

From a source who may not be but I do consider undependable# the reporter recalls 
having boon told that he "had been told by a former 3XT employee of that Ted had 
said he knew ’there was a phoney cop on the island* *" Br bably Martha s v inyord# Dukes 
County* There is also attached a series of references to Deputy Sheriff Look (Christopher f; 

3«# also called "Suck") as lay reader in Episcopal church# deputy* oil delivery rau a or 
owner of Sdgartom Dukes County)# summer resident Cbappaqu&ddick, guard at 

Edgar town Yacht Club and excerpts from news stories about 1dm or referring to him* Al&o 
provided# xeroxes of several stories about him* 

This latter indicates one mailing that has not yet reached me* However* as the time 
I have taken shows# I felt that for whatever it might be worth# i had best inform you of 
this without delay* I think it might be good if we knew more of the runrel* Occam* s Razor* 

And since# necessarily# we are dealing with the far-out # I note another novel* s relevance 
to what came out at the Sirhan trial# that novel being The Billikin Comfley. based on an 
actual case in Denmark# in some ways close to the expert testimony at the Sirhan trial 
ijnd even closer to the observations of the writer of H.i'.K* oast Die I, who w&e present 
when the psychologist Diamond experimented with Slrhan in his cell. 

My apologies for the errors I’ll not have time to correct* 

Sincerely# 



Harold Weishorg 

W 
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